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OECM – CBD COP Decision 14/8 (2018)

• Adopted the definition of “OECM” 

• Welcomed the scientific and technical advice on OECMs, contained in Annex III to 
the decision, to be applied in a flexible way and on a case-by- case basis; 

• Encouraged Parties …, to apply the scientific and technical advice on OECMs 
contained in annex III, including by: 

(a) Identifying OECMs and their diverse options within their jurisdiction; 

(b) Submitting data on OECMs to the UNEP-WCMC for inclusion in the World 
Database on Protected Areas; 

• Invited IUCN and WCMC to expand the World Database on Protected Areas by 
providing a section on OECMs; 

• Invited IUCN, FAO, and other expert bodies to continue to assist Parties in 
identifying OECMs and in applying the scientific and technical advice; 



A geographically defined area 

… other than a protected area 

… which is governed and managed 

… in ways that achieve positive and sustained long-
term outcomes for the in-situ conservation of 
biodiversity 

… with associated ecosystem functions and 
services and where applicable, cultural, spiritual, 
socio-economic, and other locally relevant values.
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OECM Definition (CBD, 2018) 



Fundamental difference between 
an OECM and a protected area

The in-situ
conservation of 

biodiversity is the 
primary objective

Protected 
area

They must show 
effective biodiversity 

conservation 
outcomes, regardless 

of their objective.

OECM



Areas identified 
for their 

biodiversity 
values

Do NOT have 
management 

measures

EBSA

They must have a 
management 

measure.
Can Overlap with 

EBSAs

OECM

Fundamental difference between an 
OECM and an EBSA



● OECMs have a significant biodiversity value, or have objectives to achieve 
this, which is the basis for their consideration to achieve Target 11 of 
Strategic Goal C of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

● OECMs have an important role in the conservation of biodiversity and 
ecosystem functions and services, complementary to protected areas 
and contributing to the coherence and connectivity of protected area 
networks, as well as in mainstreaming biodiversity into other uses in land 
and sea, and across sectors; 

● OECMs reflect an opportunity to provide in situ conservation of 
biodiversity over the long-term in marine, terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems. They may allow for sustainable human activities while 
offering a clear benefit to biodiversity conservation. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND COMMON 
CHARACTERISTICS OF OECMs



• OECMs, with relevant scientific and technical information and 
knowledge, have the potential to demonstrate positive 
biodiversity outcomes by successfully conserving in situ species, 
habitat and ecosystems and associated ecosystem functions 
and services and by preventing, reducing or eliminating 
existing, or potential threats, and increasing resilience. 

• Management of other effective area-based conservation measures 
is consistent with the ecosystem approach and the 
precautionary approach, providing the ability to adapt to 
achieve biodiversity outcomes, including long-term outcomes, 
inter alia, the ability to manage a new threat; 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND COMMON 
CHARACTERISTICS OF OECMs



CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFICATION 









SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY

● OECMs represent an opportunity to recognize areas (and stakeholders
efforts) that contribute to in-situ conservation

● They also provide an opportunity to contribute jointly to biodiveristy
conservation goals and SDGs

● They will be an essential elements to meet the post-2020 targets

● The process of identifying OECMs can enhance dialogue between
conservation and other sectors and enhance mainstreaming of biodiversity

● The Mediterranean has an opportunity to be leading the development of 
this highly evolving agenda. No one has all the answers. It’s important to ask 
the right questions and share the early experiences



Thank you!


